o?sK 



akin to OHG lernen to le. 



the lines of a play) b : to 
e to realize (~ed that hone: 



honesty paid) 1 



>wledp or skill or a 



learning curve n (1922) 
practice; esp : one sraDhinl 
put 2: the co 



e plotti: 



; performance aj 



course of progress whil 
abled oaf/ (1973) : hi 



whfchTnwn* 



- .is dyslexia) that interferes 

the learning process — learning disability n 
learnt Vbrnt\ chiefly Brit past and past part of learn 
leary var of leery 

•lease VlesV n [ME /ex fr. AF, fr. lesser) (14c) 1 : a contract by « 
one convevs real estate, equipment, or facilities for a specified tem 
ent; also : the act of such conveyance or the ten 
c 2 : a piece of land or property that is leased 
or opportunity for continuance <a new ~ on life) 
lease vi leased; leas-ing (AF lesser, fr. OF lamter to let go, fr. 1 
ire to loosen, fr. laxus slack — more at slack] (ca. 1 570) 1 : to . 
by lease 2 : to hold under a lease syn see HIRE — leas-able \* 

JV ^'jk \"les-.bak\ n (1947) : the sale of property with the u 
ig that the seller can lease it from the new owner 

old \1es-.h5ld\ n (1720) 1 : a tenure by lease 2 : pro 

held by lease — lease-holder n 
leash Vlcsh\ n [ME lees, leshe. fr. MF laisse. fr. OF 
: a line for leading or restraining an animal b : 
strains 2 a : a set of three animals (as greyhoui 
hares) b : a set of three — leash vt 
leash law n (1966) : an ordinance requiring dogs t< 
not confined to their owner's property 
leaving \1e-sin, -anS n [ME lesing. fr\ C 



sometningll 



ct of lying; also : lie, falsehcx 
tle [ME leest. fr. OE ISst. su| 



'e \1ev\ vb left \"left\; leav-ing 
G verleiben to leave, OE \xlifan 
to adhere, Gk lipos grease, fat] w 



notes at home) (the m 



usage Learn in the sense of "teach" dates from the 1 3th century and 
was standard until at least the early 19th (made them drunk with true 
Hollands — and then learned them the art of making bargains — 
Washington Irving). But by Mark Twain's time it was receding to a 
speech form associated chiefly with the less educated <never done 
nothing for three months but set in his back yard and team that frog 
to jump — Mark Twain). The present-day status of learn has not 
risen. This use persists in speech, but in writing it appears mainly in 
the representation of such speech or its deliberate imitation for effect, 
learned adj (14c) 1 Vlsr-nadX : characterized by or associated with 
learning : ERLU5ITE ^xnarnd.^arntN : acquired J)y learning^ behav- 

learn-ing n (bef. 

: knowledge or skillacquired by i 



learn • Leda 663 

[ME leven. fr. OE IS/an; akin to 



e <~ rc 



the ro 



before graduation) 4 . to 

left a package for you) ~ w : set out, depart — leaver^! — leave 
alone : to refrain from bothering or using 
usage Leave (sense 2e) with the infinitive but without to (.leave it be) 
is a mostly spoken idiom used in writing esp. for humorous effect. It is 
not often criticized in British English, but American commentators, 
adhering to an opinion first expressed in 1 881, still dislike it. 
leave n [ME /eve. fr. OE leaf; akin^to MHG^toufce permission, OE 

• ■ ' ' 'absence fromduty or employ- 

/ee/Ieaf](14c): 1 



^ment 2: an Mt of leavmg^DEPARTURJ 

leaved adjuf^: having 8 leaves — usu. used in combination (palmate* 
leaved> <a lout-leaved clover) 

•leaven \1c-v=>n\ n [MF. levain, fr MF, fr. (assumed) VL levamen, fr. L 

-.ever] (14c) 1 a : a substance (as yeast) 

>n in dough or a liquid; esp : sourdough b 
—*— » used to produce a gas that lightens 
-at modifies or lightens 
ig \1ev-nin, le-vaA (15c) 1 : to raise 



from duty or 




-bon(t)s-\ n. often cap [G, fr. Leben 

living, life + Raum space] (1905) 1 : territory believed esp. by Nazis 
to be necessary for national existence or economic self-sufficiency 2 
: space required for life, growth, or activity 
■lech \1ech\ n (ca. 1830) t: LETCH. LUST 2: LECHER 
J Iechv/(1911): lust 

lech-er \1e-chsr\ n [ME lechour. fr. OF lecheor. fr. techier to lick, live in 
debauchery, of Gmc origin; akin to OHG leckon to lick — more at 
LICK] ( 1 3c) : a man who engages in lechery 

lech-er-ous \le-cha-ras, 1ech-ras\ adj (14c) : given to or suggestive of 
lechery — lechere-us-ly adv — lechere-us-ness n 



lechery \-re\ n (13c) 

CIVIOUSN 

le-chwe 

(1857) : an antelope (Kobi 
Africa; also : a related ant 
Sudan and Ethiopia 
lec-i-thin Vle-sa-thar 



sexual activity : 



rifl 



>n\ n [1SV, fr. Gk lekithos yolk of an egg] (1861) 
ixy hygroscopic phospholipids that are widely dis- 
and plants, form colloidal solutions in water, and 



/c emulsifying, wetting, and antioxidant 



n s/(1825) : a method of fitting a cu 
5 statistical data in such a way that thi 
. - •— uutndces of the points from the curve is a mi 
least-ways \"lest-.waz\ adv (14c) dial : at least 
feast-wise \-.wiz\ adv ( 1 5c) : at least 
'leather \1e-th 3 r\ n [ME lether. fr. OE lether-; 

father, Olr felftor] ( 1 3c) 1 : animal skin dressed 

of the ear of a dog — see DOG illustration 3 : something wholly 
J»rily made of leather — leather adj— leath-er-like \-JIk\ adj 
™ther vt leathered; leather ing Vle-iha-ri* leth-rioX (13c) 




Jog shrub (Chamaedaphne calyculata) 

** [evergreen coriaceous leaves and 
llS wm<e cylindrical flowers 
■wtbern \1e-th 3r n\ adj (bef. 12c) : m 
>Jg leather 

■tttber-neck \-thar-.nek\ n [fr. the le 

l™*>nn] (ca. 1914) : a member of the L 

Tff"W?W>od Vle-th»r-.wud\ n (1743) 1 : a small tree (Dirca palus- 
of the mezereon family with pliant stems and yellow flowers 2 : a 
5™ tree (Cvrilla raeemiflora) of the southeastern U.S. related to the 



L lector reader, fr. legere to read — 

esp : one from which scripture lessons are read in a church service 
lee-Lion \1ek-shsn\ n [LL lection-, lectio, fr. L, act of reading — more at 
LESSON] (1608) 1 : a liturgical lesson for a particular day 2 [NL 



leder lec-tion-ary \1ek-sh»-,ner-e\ n. pi -vies (1780) : a book or list of 
" a P lections for the church year 
~ lector Vlek-tsr, -,tor\ n [ME. fr. LL, reader of the lessons in a church 
service, fr. L, reader, fr. legere] (14c) : one who assists at a worship 
service chiefly by reading a lesson 

lec-to-type ^1ek-ta-,tip\ n [Gk /e*ras^ cbosen^ttr. legem to gather, 

as the type of a'species or subspecies i the author of thTname fails to 
designate a type 

■lecture Vlek-char, -shaA n [ME. act of reading, fr. LL lectura, fr. L 
lectus. pp. of legerejaSc) t J 
class esp. for instruction 

'lecture ^vijlec-ruredj lec-tur-ing xlekeha-rin, 1ek-shrin\ v 



led past and past part o/lead 
LETT \*|.(.fc?de\ n [/ight-emittu 
diode that emits light when a volti 



an electronic display (as for a u. c — 

LeeUi \1e-ds\ n [L, fr. Gk Leda] : the mother of Clytemnestra ai 
Castor by her husband Tyndareus and of Helen and Pollux by Ze 
who comes to her in the form of a swan 



g leather in W sing \6\ go \6\ law \6i\ boy \ 



